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Eliza Lucas Pinckney
The letters and memoranda of Eliza Lucas Pinckney reflect her early life at the South Carolina plantation. Lucas was brought up in the West Indies and attended school in India before she and the family relocated to South Carolina where she was granted the responsibility to manage her father’s plantation while the father was away. The letters and memoranda highlight the trials and tribulations she encountered at an early age. When I read the article, I realized that Lucas was exposed to several duties beyond her age but still, she managed to overcome the challenges by ensuring his father’s plantation was doing great, “…I have the business of three plantations to transact, which requires much writing and more business and fatigue of other sorts than you can imagine” (page 1).  From the statement, one can observe the pressure she was undergoing to ensure farm operations were well managed. 
I found it disheartening that Lucas had to go through all these hardships to impress her father who was a British soldier. Managing family property is a responsibility for all; however, imposing the entire workload on a child can be referred to as child labor. Child labor can be defined as exposure to full-time work at an early age or rather working for many hours. Unlike other children, Lucas had no life outside the farm. Most of the time, she spends taking care of the family properties and this was affecting her growth and development. Other than that, one can as well argue that Lucas was a responsible child who chose to take her father’s responsibility after he left for work and because of her mother’s situation. Despite the hardships, Lucas was focused on ensuring everything went well regardless of the absence of the father, “wrote a very long letter on his plantation affairs…on the pains I had taken to bring the indigo, ginger, cotton and Lucerne and Casada to perfection” (page 2). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]After going through the entire article, I have learned that children are forced to take the responsibility of their parents because of the environmental challenges. Lucas had to take care of his father’s plantation in his absence and this denied her rights as a child. Child labor is prohibited by statute law but still, children are exposed to an extreme workforce due to the responsibility imposed on them by the family.
